
Sometimes God seems to be silent even 
though we are keeping consistent Bible 
study, prayers, and attendance at church 
activities and worship services.   
 
Sometimes, God appears silent even when 
we have been pleading in earnest for His 
help. Danger looms ever closer, and yet no 
word comes and nothing seems to be 
happening.  The “Egyptian army” presses 
on ever nearer and fiercer, and you are 
trapped on all sides facing the deep sea.  
 
When David was surrounded by his 
enemies who are ever-pressing in, he 

perceived God’s silence.  Psalm 28 reflects his great concern at this silence.  
He pleads and cries out for God’s mercy “be not silent to me”.  He dreaded it; it 
was like 
being in Hell.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TTrruullyy  mmyy  ssoouull  wwaaiitteetthh  uuppoonn  GGoodd::  ffrroomm  hhiimm  ccoommeetthh  mmyy  ssaallvvaattiioonn..  
~Psalm 62:1 

 



 

QQ  WWhheenn  wwaass  tthhee  llaasstt  ttiimmee  yyoouu  wweerree  ccoonnsscciioouuss  tthhaatt  tthhee  LLoorrdd  wwaass  

nnoott  aass  cclloossee  ttoo  yyoouu  aass  bbeeffoorree??        

QQ  DDoo  yyoouu  tthheenn  ffeeaarr  aanndd  ttrreemmbbllee  aatt  tthhee  tthhoouugghhtt  ooff  tthhee  ppoossssiibbiilliittyy  

tthhaatt  GGoodd  mmaayy  wwiitthhddrraaww  HHiiss  pprreesseennccee  ffrroomm  yyoouu??    

  

Should we be far from Him,  
or if God has truly withdrawn Himself from us,  

the consequences are grave. 
 
  

DDoo  nnoott  pprreessuummee  tthhaatt  GGoodd’’ss  pprreesseennccee  iiss  aallwwaayyss  wwiitthh  uuss  

rreeggaarrddlleessss..   
Even as he lived faithfully unto God in the midst of troubles, David 
trembled at the thought that God may have withdrawn from him. 
This was not for lack of faith, but he did not take God for granted 
and understood that apart from God, he could do nothing.   

 
Likewise, should we perceive such silence, we too must ask with utmost 
concern “Why is God silent?”  It should prompt us to solemn introspection of our: 

a) Personal lives    
b) Family lives    
c) Work lives 

 
LLoossiinngg  tthhee  ccoommppaannyy  ooff  GGoodd 

our Abba Father, 
our Christ, and 
the Holy Spirit 

is a very woeful thing 
(salvation is not ever lost however,  
if you are truly born again in Christ). 

 
 
 

AAnndd  yyeett,,  iitt  mmaayy  bbee  

aann  aacctt  ooff  GGoodd’’ss  mmeerrccyy    

ttoowwaarrdd  uuss……  
    



PPoossssiibbllee  RReeaassoonnss  WWHHYY    
WWee  CCoouulldd  EExxppeerriieennccee  GGoodd’’ss  SSiilleennccee::  
 

Negative Reasons 
 
1) Our hearts are too far away  

 

 We may be going through the outward motions of a faithful believer, but our 
first love is somewhat growing cold.   

 We may be distracted by desires of other glories apart from dwelling in the 
Glory of God 

 We may confess our sins, but lack contriteness of heart 

 We fail to forsake sins that we may have confessed.  

 The spiritual distance prevents us from perceiving God’s Voice clearly even 
though He may still be speaking to us.   

 
2) We have not taken the Lord seriously, but have provoked His Anger 

and Grieved Him with Deliberate and/or Persistent Sin 

 
Hosea 5, Ezekiel 10, Song of Solomon 5 and Isaiah 59 tell us that God may 
withdraw Himself from His own.  Such silence may be extended to:  

*An individual   
*A congregation 
*A denomination   
*A nation 

 
This withdrawal may occur slowly or quickly.   
The withdrawal may be for a while, or for a longer season.   
 
Hosea 5 tells us that God withdrew from His Own, Israel and Ephraim, because 
they have been:  
- prideful 
- refusing to head God’s Word 

- preferring self-pleasing ways 
- preferring to seek the ways of the world 
- playing the spiritual harlot through compromise with sin, physical immorality 

and idolatry 
 

6 
They shall go with their flocks and with their herds to seek the LORD; 

but they shall not find Him; He hath withdrawn Himself from them. 
7 
They have dealt treacherously against the LORD: for they have begotten 

strange children: now shall a month devour them with their portions. 
~Hosea 5: 6-7 

  



Positive Reasons 
 
3) God Is Teaching Us Patience – How to Wait Upon Him 

Joshua 9 tells us how Joshua had failed to wait upon the Lord to ask “counsel 

at the mouth of the LORD” when the inhabitants of Gibeon sought to make peace 
with the children of Israel.  Three days later, he lived to regret this as he found 
out that they were enemies who lied to them.  Moreover, the princes of Israel 
had sworn unto them by the LORD God of Israel to not touch them, which 
means they had to honour this oath to their enemies “lest wrath be upon us”.    

 
God commands in Psalm 27:14: 

14 Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: 
wait, I say, on the LORD. 

  

4) To Prove Our Hearts 

2 Chronicles 32 tells us that 
God had prospered King 
Hezekiah of Judah after He 
also helped Hezekiah defeat 
King Sennacherib of Assyria.   
The Assyrian king had 
foolishly mocked God as he 
attacked Judah, while 
Hezekiah had rallied his men 
to trust God as they made 

preparations to defend 
against Sennacherib’s 

forces.  Yet, verse 31 also 
tells us that – “God left 

him”.  God had done so, 
as the verse also explains, 
because He wanted “to 

try” King Hezekiah, “that 

He might know all that was 

in his heart.” 
 
Likewise, Psalm 28 
suggests that God was 
also trying David’s heart – to see what arises from it and what he has truly 

learnt of Him.  The Psalm is a record of how David pressed on to exalt the Lord 
in spite of the adversities, and that the LORD did break His silence.  

    



Psalm 28 King James Version (KJV) 

1 Unto thee will I cry, O LORD my rock; be not silent to me: lest, if thou 

be silent to me, I become like them that go down into the pit. 

2 Hear the voice of my supplications, when I cry unto thee, when I lift up 

my hands toward thy holy oracle. 

3 Draw me not away with the wicked, and with the workers of iniquity, 

which speak peace to their neighbours, but mischief is in their hearts. 

4 Give them according to their deeds, and according to the wickedness of 

their endeavours: give them after the work of their hands; render to them 

their desert 

5 Because they regard not the works of the LORD, nor the operation of his 

hands, he shall destroy them, and not build them up.  

6 Blessed be the LORD, because he hath heard the voice of my 

supplications. 

7 The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in him, and I 

am helped: therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth; and with my song will I 

praise him. 

8 The LORD is their strength, and he is the saving strength of his anointed. 

9 Save thy people, and bless thine inheritance: feed them also, and lift 

them up for ever. 



FFaacciinngg  GGoodd’’ss  SSiilleennccee::      
LLeessssoonnss  ffrroomm  DDaavviidd’’ss  PPSSAALLMM  2288    
 

We may learn from David’s course of action in Psalm 28 when we sense 
God’s silence.   
 

1) Remain calm and in control of faculties (v.2-3) 

David: 

 Did not lose temper  

 Did not become anxious  

 Continued to bless God 

 Continued to keep clean and sin not 

 Did not make excuse to stay away from God so that he may sin  

 

2) Remain cheerful and full of fighting spirit for things of God   

(v.4-5) 

 David’s wrestles with God to preserve him 

 He fights through imprecatory prayer demonstrating His dependence on God 
to fight for him against his enemies.   

 When we mope in the face of battles, we fail to trust the LORD.   

 Our defences are down, giving way to the devil’s mischief against us, e.g. the 
suggestion of even more defeating thoughts in our minds.   

 Guard our minds and our hearts by focusing ourselves upon the Lord.   

 

3) Remain confident in God (v.6-7) 

 David continued to bless the Lord and affirm that God has heard his prayers 
because of who God is 

 He is comforted and therefore remained joyful by the fact that God is his sure 
defence.   

 David’s confidence led him to praise God in the midst of adversities – victory 
is sure in God.   

 
  



Such steadfast loyalty to God was also seen in Job, Habbakuk and Peter:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

1177
AAlltthhoouugghh  tthhee  ffiigg  ttrreeee  sshhaallll  nnoott  bblloossssoomm,,  nneeiitthheerr  sshhaallll  ffrruuiitt  bbee  iinn  tthhee  

vviinneess;;  tthhee  llaabboouurr  ooff  tthhee  oolliivvee  sshhaallll  ffaaiill,,  aanndd  tthhee  ffiieellddss  sshhaallll  yyiieelldd  nnoo  

mmeeaatt;;  tthhee  fflloocckk  sshhaallll  bbee  ccuutt  ooffff  ffrroomm  tthhee  ffoolldd,,  aanndd  tthheerree  sshhaallll  bbee  nnoo  

hheerrdd  iinn  tthhee  ssttaallllss::
  

1188  
YYeett  II  wwiillll  rreejjooiiccee  iinn  tthhee  LLOORRDD,,  II  wwiillll  jjooyy  iinn  tthhee  GGoodd  ooff  mmyy  ssaallvvaattiioonn..

  

1199  
TThhee  LLOORRDD  GGoodd  iiss  mmyy  ssttrreennggtthh,,  aanndd  HHee  wwiillll  mmaakkee  mmyy  ffeeeett  lliikkee  

hhiinnddss''  ffeeeett,,  aanndd  HHee  wwiillll  mmaakkee  mmee  ttoo  wwaallkk  uuppoonn  mmiinnee  hhiigghh  ppllaacceess.. 

~ Habakkuk 3:17-19 

TThhoouugghh  HHee  ssllaayy  mmee,,  yyeett  wwiillll  II  ttrruusstt  iinn  HHiimm::  bbuutt  II  wwiillll  

mmaaiinnttaaiinn  mmiinnee  oowwnn  wwaayyss  bbeeffoorree  HHiimm..    

~ Job 13:15 

6655
AAnndd  HHee  ssaaiidd  TThheerreeffoorree  ssaaiidd  II  uunnttoo  yyoouu,,  tthhaatt  nnoo  mmaann  ccaann  ccoommee  uunnttoo  

MMee,,  eexxcceepptt  iitt  wweerree  ggiivveenn  uunnttoo  hhiimm  ooff  MMyy  FFaatthheerr..    

6666  
FFrroomm  tthhaatt  ttiimmee  mmaannyy  ooff  hhiiss  ddiisscciipplleess  wweenntt  bbaacckk,,  aanndd  wwaallkkeedd  nnoo  

mmoorree  wwiitthh  hhiimm..
  

6677  
TThheenn  ssaaiidd  JJeessuuss  uunnttoo  tthhee  ttwweellvvee,,  WWiillll  yyee  aallssoo  ggoo  aawwaayy??

  

6688  
TThheenn  SSiimmoonn  PPeetteerr  aannsswweerreedd  hhiimm,,  LLoorrdd,,  ttoo  wwhhoomm  sshhaallll  wwee  ggoo??  

tthhoouu  hhaasstt  tthhee  wwoorrddss  ooff  eetteerrnnaall  lliiffee..
  

6699  
AAnndd  wwee  bbeelliieevvee  aanndd  aarree  ssuurree  tthhaatt  tthhoouu  aarrtt  tthhaatt  CChhrriisstt,,  tthhee  SSoonn  ooff  

tthhee  lliivviinngg  GGoodd..
  

~John 6:65-69 



This brings us full circle to the lessons on ‘‘WWaaiittiinngg  OOnn  tthhee  LLoorrdd’’, which is a 
iterative daily process.  In times when we perceive the silence of God, we must 
continue to press on to live faithfully as a Christian.    

 God may be testing our faith  

 God may be testing to see if we would keep our post and keep watch 
 

4) When God Breaks His Silence – WHAT JOY! (v.6-9) 

It was such a relief to David when God broke His Silence. (v.6). It did not stop 
there however.  David continued to: 

 Praise God 

 Rejoice 

 Count Blessings  

 Continue to Commit All Things Unto Him 
 
 

 
 
  



  

Psalm 29 King James Version (KJV) 

1 Give unto the LORD, O ye mighty, give unto the LORD glory 

and strength. 

2 Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name; worship 

the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters: the God of glory 

thundereth: the LORD is upon many waters. 

4 The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is 

full of majesty. 

5 The voice of the LORD breaketh the cedars; yea, 

the LORD breaketh the cedars of Lebanon. 

6 He maketh them also to skip like a calf; Lebanon and Sirion 

like a young unicorn. 

7 The voice of the LORD divideth the flames of fire. 

8 The voice of the LORD shaketh the wilderness; 

the LORD shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh. 

9 The voice of the LORD maketh the hinds to calve, and 

discovereth the forests: and in his temple doth every one 
speak of his glory. 

10 The LORD sitteth upon the flood; yea, the LORD sitteth King 

for ever. 

11 The LORD will give strength unto his people; the LORD will 

bless his people with peace.  



TTHHEE  VVOOIICCEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  LLOORRDD::  

LLEETT  TTHHEE  

GGLLOORRYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  LLOORRDD  
DDWWEELLLL  IINN  OOUURR  HHEEAARRTTSS  

 
 
 

Psalm 29 is David’s poetic way of capturing the glory of the LORD, God’s 

Voice, as he beholds the natural storm.  It reminds us to behold the glory of the 
LORD in the midst of our troubles.   
 

OOnnllyy  GGoodd  iiss  ttrruullyy  gglloorriioouuss  
 
1) Glory of His Power – Attributed to God’s Voice (v.3-8) 

 God speaks Creation 

 God speaks Life into being 

 God speaks Truth which is life-giving 
God has immeasurably greater power than the storm because it is He who 
commands the awesome display of the storm.  
 

2) Awesome Ultimate Ruler (v.10) 

 God sits over the whole world which reminds us how small the “world” is that 
we “rule” 

 

3) Glory of His Grace  (v.9c) 

“…His temple doth every one speak of His glory” 

 This faintly points to Christ and His chosen as His Holy Temple.  

 Why should the God of Glory has so condescend to choose to dwell among 
the people and within the temples of His people?  
Jesus: And the glory which Thou gavest Me I have given them; that 
they may be one, even as We are one: 

~John 17:22 
 
How sad therefore, that we should attempt to fill ourselves with other glories, 
living in utter confusion.   
 
Many among the crowd of 5,000 which Jesus fed were only capable of 
perceiving the miracle of surplus physical food.  Not all understood this as a 
sign that points to the miracle of everlasting life in Christ.   
 
 



Even as God may ordain various earthly “glories” to our lives now – good 
financial and social standing, power and control over much, and good health 
and strength – we must understand that they are but signs that point back to 
His glory, power, dominion, sovereign will and grace towards us.   
  
Which glory sets the agenda of your life?   
 

GGLLOORRYY has found us; we need not wish for any other “glories”.    

The LORD saith thus (to Baruch, Jeremiah’s scribe);  

Behold, that which I have built will I break down, and that which I have 

planted I will pluck up, even this whole land. 
5 
And seekest thou great things for thyself? seek them not: for, behold, 

I will bring evil upon all flesh, saith the LORD: but thy life will I give 

unto thee for a prey in all places whither thou goest. 
~ 

Jeremiah 45:4-5 

 

AA  SSoobbeerriinngg  TThhoouugghhtt  

WWhheenn  GGoodd’’ss  GGlloorryy  rruulleess  iinn  oouurr  hheeaarrttss,,  wwee  mmaayy  hhaavvee  

uunnsshhaakkeeaabbllee  iinnnneerr  sseennssee  ooff  wweellll--bbeeiinngg..      

  

  

IIff  ssiittuuaattiioonnss  aanndd  ppeeooppllee  aarree  aabbllee  ttoo  

oouurr  iinnnneerr  ppeeaaccee,,  iitt  mmeeaannss  tthhaatt  

GGoodd’’ss  GGlloorryy  ddooeess  nnoott  yyeett  rruullee  oouurr  hheeaarrttss..      
 

 

Therefore, let us bbaasskk  iinn  GGoodd’’ss  GGlloorryy, through which we may find:  

 

 



Even though we may be clueless about what is round the bend, we may rest in 
God’s sovereign will, faithfulness and almighty power.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

11NNooww  ffaaiitthh  iiss  tthhee  ssuubbssttaannccee    

ooff  tthhiinnggss  hhooppeedd  ffoorr,,    

tthhee  eevviiddeennccee  ooff  tthhiinnggss  nnoott  sseeeenn..  

66  BBuutt  wwiitthhoouutt  ffaaiitthh  iitt  iiss  iimmppoossssiibbllee  ttoo  pplleeaassee  HHiimm::    

ffoorr  hhee  tthhaatt  ccoommeetthh  ttoo  GGoodd  mmuusstt  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  HHee  iiss,,  

aanndd  tthhaatt  HHee  iiss  aa  rreewwaarrddeerr  ooff  tthheemm  tthhaatt    

ddiilliiggeennttllyy  sseeeekk  HHiimm.. 

~ Hebrews 11:1 & 6 

 
 



Do we struggle with letting God’s Glory fill our hearts? 

  CCoonnffeessss  ssttrruugggglleess    

  SSeeeekk  HHiiss  ffoorrggiivveenneessss  

  AAsskk  GGoodd  ttoo  lleett  HHiiss  gglloorryy  rruullee  iinn  oouurr  hheeaarrttss  

  GGiivvee  tthhaannkkss  ffoorr  tthhuunnddeerrssttoorrmmss  aass  ““rreemmiinnddeerrss””  ooff  GGoodd’’ss  

iinnffiinniittee  gglloorryy      

 

Take heart, even in the grim warning of Hosea 5 is God’s mercy suggested: 

15 
I will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their offence, 

and seek my face: in their affliction they will seek me early 

~ Hosea 5:15 

 

Zephaniah 3 King James Version (KJV) 

17 TThhee  LLOORRDD  tthhyy  GGoodd  iinn  tthhee  mmiiddsstt  ooff  tthheeee  iiss  mmiigghhttyy; he will save, he 
will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over 
thee with singing. 

18 I will gather them that are sorrowful for the solemn assembly, who 
are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was a burden. 

19 BBeehhoolldd,,  aatt  tthhaatt  ttiimmee  II  wwiillll  uunnddoo  aallll  tthhaatt  aafffflliicctt  tthheeee: and I will save her 
that halteth, and gather her that was driven out; and I will get them 
praise and fame in every land where they have been put to shame. 

20 At that time will I bring you again, even in the time that I gather you: 
for I will make you a name and a praise among all people of the earth, 
wwhheenn  II  ttuurrnn  bbaacckk  yyoouurr  ccaappttiivviittyy  bbeeffoorree  yyoouurr  eeyyeess,,  ssaaiitthh  tthhee  LLOORRDD..  



55  LLeett  yyoouurr  ccoonnvveerrssaattiioonn  bbee  wwiitthhoouutt  ccoovveettoouussnneessss;;  

aanndd  bbee  ccoonntteenntt  wwiitthh  ssuucchh  tthhiinnggss  aass  yyee  hhaavvee::  

ffoorr  HHee  hhaatthh  ssaaiidd,,  

II  wwiillll  nneevveerr  lleeaavvee  tthheeee,,  

nnoorr  ffoorrssaakkee  tthheeee..  

66  SSoo  tthhaatt  wwee  mmaayy  bboollddllyy  ssaayy,,    

TThhee  LLoorrdd  iiss  mmyy  hheellppeerr,,    

aanndd  II  wwiillll  nnoott  ffeeaarr    

wwhhaatt  mmaann  sshhaallll  ddoo  uunnttoo  mmee.. 
~ Hebrews 13:5 & 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

 


