
Dearly beloved brethren,  
 
 

By our LORD’s mercy, 
He prompted me (aka 
‘Big Fat Chicken if you 
recall from the last 
edition) to meditate on 
the issue of 

‘Persecution’ these past  

few months in light of some 
recent disturbing world events.   
 
Even as a reflective and 
meditative exercise, it has been 
a challenging workout of faith 
indeed.  I thank God for the 
workout, even if just in the 
heart and the mind… for now.     

 
It is by His timely guidance that this may be 
shared in this edition of the 
Fellowship Wall as October 
approaches when we commemorate 
the Protestant Reformation. 
 
The Protestant Reformers withstood 
much to shine a light on God’s word, 
dispelling dark perversions of the evil 
one.  Unyielding, they stood firmly that 
the world through the ages may 
thereafter awaken to these biblical 
truths of what Christians ought to keep 
to be kept in sound faith:  
 

 Sola scriptura - "by Scripture alone" 

 Sola fide - "by faith alone" 

 Sola gratia - "by grace alone" 

 Solus Christus or Solo Christo - "Christ 
alone" or "through Christ alone" 

 Soli Deo gloria - "glory to God alone" 

 
 

 
May we continue to 

give thanks to God 
for His goodness to 
us through their 
good work in Christ. 
  
Until the Lord 
returns, may our 
Lord continue to 
enable us and all 
His people to 
continue serving in 
truth and love unto 
His glory forever.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

In Christ, 
Amen! 

Petrina 
Oct – Dec 2014 
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HOW SHOULD 

CHRISTIANS FACE 

PERSECUTION? 

 
There have been increasing global 
news of late that waves of tyranny is 
sweeping across many parts of the 
world. Outrageous demands are made. 
Atrocious acts committed.  
 
Politics drive many of these. Many 
others have been committed in the 
name of faith and religion.   
 
Among the more unsettling 
developments to have come out of 
these are: 

 Beheadings  

 Crucifixions (yes, as a torture-
unto-death punishment carried out 
today) 

 Gang rapes that leave the victim in 

the most horrendous and 
demeaned state.   

 
Christians have been among those 
who faced such horrendous violence.  
Reports suggest they are so treated, 
just because are Christians. 
 
What will we do should we face this 
ultimatum which has really surfaced 

recently: Convert, leave, or 
“face the sword”?    

 
‘Persecution’ is not just a matter that 
affects Christians. However, 

 How are we face it?   

 How should we react to our 
persecutors?   

 

Our LORD God has given various 
instructions to Christians on the matter.  
His Word has not left us clueless on 
His will for us – in the way we think, 
behave and act – should we be faced 
with persecutions. Such is God’s 
mercy and grace to us.  
 
Have we received them to grow in the 

faith and knowledge of Jesus our 
Christ and Lord?   
Are we preparing ourselves daily to 
live unto His glory, be it to withstand 
the more mundane mockeries, 
periodic trials, life-changing 
tribulations or even vicious tyranny 
unto death?   
 
Whether for mild or severe 
persecutions, whether they are 
occurring progressively or suddenly, 
may we seek the Lord’s enabling even 
now to face temptations and 
oppositions according to His will, and 
faint not. 
 

“Solutions” of the World  

Reflecting on this state of affairs in the 
world, an internet radio DJ offered this 
“logical and smarter” way (to 
paraphrase):  

Hey, be smart about it.  
Preserving your life is paramount!   
Simply pretend to convert, but retain 
your true faith in your heart!  
What’s so difficult about that?  
As long as you know in your heart who 
you truly worship, it is good enough 
isn’t it? Your God would know your 
heart right?   
What? Subject yourself to such a 
terrible end for what?  
What is the point? Don’t be stupid. 
Even with gun-to-head, you still have a 
choice.  

Choose life! Don’t throw your life away.   

 



The DJ may have meant well.  
However, it is completely opposite 
from what our Lord Jesus warned 
about in Matthew 10.  It is as satanic 
as Peter’s eager urging to our Lord to 
not go to the cross.   
 
Matthew 10 records how Jesus had 
just directed his disciples to go out in 

pairs to declare the Good News.  He 
also advised on how they should react 
to the different reception of the 
message.   
 
He then goes on to remind that their 
declarations of faith in Him would not 
necessarily be received well. Even in 
fierce opposition, He explained why 
the disciples must not relent in their 
profession of faith in Him, because the 
costs are even higher: 
 
Matthew 10:16-42 

16 Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the 
midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as 
serpents, and harmless as doves. 

17 But beware of men: for they will deliver 
you up to the councils, and they will 
scourge you in their synagogues; 

18 And ye shall be brought before governors 
and kings for my sake, for a testimony 
against them and the Gentiles. 

19 But when they deliver you up, take no 
thought how or what ye shall speak: for it 
shall be given you in that same hour what 
ye shall speak. 

20 For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of 
your Father which speaketh in you. 

21 And the brother shall deliver up the brother 
to death, and the father the child: and the 
children shall rise up against their parents, 
and cause them to be put to death. 

22 And ye shall be hated of 

all men for my name's sake: but 

he that endureth to the end shall 

be saved. 

23 But when they persecute you in this city, 
flee ye into another: for verily I say unto 
you, Ye shall not have gone over the 
cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come. 

24 The disciple is not above his master, nor 
the servant above his lord. 

25 It is enough for the disciple that he be as 
his master, and the servant as his lord. If 
they have called the master of the house 
Beelzebub, how much more shall they 
call them of his household? 

26 Fear them not therefore: for there is 
nothing covered, that shall not be 
revealed; and hid, that shall not be known. 

27 What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye 
in light: and what ye hear in the 
ear, that preach ye upon the housetops. 

28 And fear not them which kill the 

body, but are not able to kill the 

soul: but rather fear him which is 

able to destroy both soul and 

body in hell. 

29 Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? 
and one of them shall not fall on the 
ground without your Father. 

30 But the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. 

31 Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value 
than many sparrows. 

32 Whosoever therefore shall 

confess me before men, him will I 

confess also before my Father 

which is in heaven. 

33 But whosoever shall deny me 

before men, him will I also deny 

before my Father which is in 

heaven. 
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13
 … behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth 

to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and 

take the young child and his mother, and 
flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I 

bring thee word: for Herod will seek the 

young child to destroy him. 

14
 When he arose, he took the young child and 

his mother by night, and departed into 

Egypt: 

 

34 Think not that I am come to send peace on 
earth: I came not to send peace, but a 
sword. 

35 For I am come to set a man at variance 
against his father, and the daughter 
against her mother, and the daughter in 
law against her mother in law. 

36 And a man's foes shall be they of his own 
household. 

37 He that loveth father or mother more than 
me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth 
son or daughter more than me is not 
worthy of me. 

38 And he that taketh not his cross, 

and followeth after me, is not 

worthy of me. 

39 He that findeth his life shall lose it: 

and he that loseth his life for my 

sake shall find it. 

40 He that receiveth you receiveth me, and 
he that receiveth me receiveth him that 
sent me. 

41 He that receiveth a prophet in the name of 
a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; 
and he that receiveth a righteous man in 
the name of a righteous man shall receive 
a righteous man's reward. 

42 And whosoever shall give to drink 
unto one of these little ones a cup of 
cold water only in the name of a disciple, 
verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise 
lose his reward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Death Wish… Not!  

In preferring death rather than deny 

Christ does not mean Christians have 

some sort of death wish as a way to 

prove their loyalty to their Heavenly 

King. No! The “kamakazi” mind-set is 

not Christian.   

Our faith and salvation is of the LORD, 

not of our own works.    

Our Lord’s will for us is to have life. 

Indeed, life abundantly!   

Our Lord told His disciples to flee to 

safety in the face of persecution while 

they were able to (v.23).  It is not 

unfaithful to flee in times of 

persecution when opportunities allows. 

Such fleeing from persecution is not a 

denial of our faith in Christ.   
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However, the option to flee is not 
always possible.  Jesus forewarned 
His disciples that in facing persecution 
they should remember:  

 Jesus’ lordship over them – He is 
the Master, they are His servants.   

 They should not be surprised when 
persecution comes 

 Fear the LORD, not men 

 Fear God because it is He who 

determines the life and death of 

eternal souls; mere men may only 

kill the body which is temporal. 

These should be the mainstay at the 

very core of Christians, whether in 

fleeing, in prison, or at the cusp of 

being executed.   

Looking to Jesus, clinging onto His 
Word, humbly and prayerfully 
submitting themselves – body, mind 
and soul – to Him.  These are what 
kept the Reformation Martyrs of the 
Faith facing their persecutors, 
standing for the Truth as God has 
given, at their moments of death.   
 
 

Being a Double-Agent for 

Self-preservation: Untenable  

What seems like “wisdom” to getting 

the best of both worlds is not tenable. 

Christians cannot be “double-agents”.  

We can only serve one Master.   

No man can serve two masters: 

for either he will hate the one, 

and love the other; or else he 

will hold to the one, and despise 

the other. Ye cannot serve God 

and mammon.  

~Matthew 6:24 

We are born-again by Light. We are 
meant to be the ‘light of the world’, to 
shine forth openly, not to be hidden in 
secret places. 
  

33 No man, when he hath lighted 
a candle, putteth it in a secret 
place, neither under a bushel, 
but on a candlestick, that they 
which come in may see the 
light. 

34 The light of the body is the eye: 
therefore when thine eye is 
single, thy whole body also is 
full of light; but when thine 
eye is evil, thy body also is full 
of darkness. 

35 Take heed therefore that the 
light which is in thee be not 
darkness. 

36 If thy whole body 
therefore be full of light, 
having no part dark, the whole 
shall be full of light, as when 
the bright shining of a candle 
doth give thee light. 

~ Luke 11 

 
Pretending to 
convert to 
another faith 
while supposedly 
believing in the 
secret recesses 
of our hearts that 
Jesus is Lord, is 
effectively a 
betrayal and 

denial of our Lord Jesus.   

 When we confess Jesus before 
men, Jesus shall confess us before 
the Father (Matthew 10:32) 

 When we deny Jesus before men, 
Jesus shall deny us before the 
Father  (Matthew 10:33) 
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The Trouble with Trusting 

Our Hearts 
 

Worldly ones (even those who may 

profess to be Christians) may claim 
that as long as they know what is true 
in their hearts, it is good enough.  
 
Our Lord however point out to us 
through Jeremiah 17:9 that  
 
The heart is 
deceitful above all 
things, and 
desperately 
wicked: who can 
know it?  

 
We are warned 
against placing confidence in man 
(Psalm 118:8-9).  This includes trusting 
in our own strength, our own wisdom 
and our own hearts (Psalm 69:5).   
 

This is why God wants us to trust Him 
in Christ above all.  
 
Our God is the infinite, just and loving 
Creator. He is the very Source of life.  
He has, is, and always will be 
omniscient, omnipresent and 
omnipotent. He made us from nothing, 
forming us from the inside out.  He 
knows us better than we know 
ourselves. In fact, He knows us 
absolutely perfectly.  
 
How trusting are we of Him really, 
when we play two-face? This is what 
God thinks of double-mindedness:   
 

A double minded man is unstable in 
all his ways. 

~James 1:8 

 

It is not God’s will that we say yes 
when we mean no, or say no when we 
mean yes.  

10 Take, my brethren, the prophets, 
who have spoken in the name of the 
Lord, for an example of suffering 
affliction, and of patience. 

11 Behold, we count them happy which 
endure. Ye have heard of the 
patience of Job, and have seen the 
end of the Lord; that the Lord is very 
pitiful, and of tender mercy. 

12 But above all things, my brethren, 
swear not, neither by heaven, 
neither by the earth, neither by any 
other oath: but let your yea be yea; 
and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into 
condemnation. 

~ James 5:11:12 

 
A little doubt and a big dare planted in 
Adam’s heart and mind against God 

and His Word 
was all it took 
to unravel 
Man’s union 
with God.   
 
Double-agency 
prompted and 

justified by our 
own truths and 
wishes is our 

way of shirking from our duties as 
disciples of Jesus Christ.  It reflects a 
lack of understanding and conviction 
in the One whom we claim to believe 
to have life.   
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Long for Life… Life Eternal 

Worldlings cannot perceive the value 
of human life beyond the material.  
The logic and rationale of a 
materialistic person creates resistance 
in him, preventing him from grasping 
beyond the “realities” of the material. 
To these, the notion of life 
preservation only extends to the 
present physical life.    
 
God does not disregard our material 
needs. Providence and blessings are 
His to give, for His purpose and unto 
His glory.  Believers of the Lord God 
Almighty have always been reminded 
not to desire great things here on 
earth for themselves. Rather, He 

desires that we keep our focus 
beholding Him and serving His 
Kingdom.  
 
Baruch, Jeremiah’s scribe, lamented 
how the impending exile of the Jewish 
people into the Babylonian kingdom 
may impact his life.  Note God’s 
rebuke and comfort to him in verse 4 
and 5 respectively: 
 

1 The word that Jeremiah the prophet 
spake unto Baruch the son of Neriah, 
when he had written these words in a 
book at the mouth of Jeremiah, in the 
fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of 
Josiah king of Judah, saying, 

2 Thus saith the LORD, the God of 
Israel, unto thee, O Baruch; 

3 Thou didst say, Woe is me now! for 
the LORD hath added grief to my 
sorrow; I fainted in my sighing, and I 
find no rest. 

4 Thus shalt thou say unto him, The 
LORD saith thus; Behold, that which I 
have built will I break down, and that 

which I have planted I will pluck up, 
even this whole land. 

5 And seekest thou great things for 
thyself? seek them not: for, behold, I 
will bring evil upon all flesh, saith the 
LORD: but thy life will I give unto thee 
for a prey in all places whither thou 
goest. 

~ Jeremiah 45:1-5  
 

God is faithful to His word.  That which 
He said, He will do.   
 
The Christian’s longing for ‘life’, indeed 
“life abundantly”, should thus not be 
limited to the temporal life in the body, 
in the here and now.  
Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the 
Life (John 16:4).  He died that we may 
have life eternal.  His resurrection 
affirms that in Him, there is life eternal. 
 
Jesus reminds in Matthew 10 that God 
sees to all our needs.  If He would 
care for mere sparrows, what more for 
His children?    
 

 
 
Moreover, for us who look upon Him 
from this side of the history of the 
cross, we know definitively of the 
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ultimate sacrifice our Father in Heaven 
has already made: the life of His only 
begotten Son Jesus. God paid the 
ultimate price for our eternal soul’s 
sake. 

If ye then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto 
your children: how much 
more shall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him? 

~ Luke 11:13 

 
He has filled us with His Holy Spirit, 
which helps us align our needs and 

desires to His Will. He shall in no wise 
deny us when we ask according to His 
will.  
 

Seek First The Kingdom of 

God… 
44 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like 

unto treasure hid in a field; the which 
when a man hath found, he hideth, and 
for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that 
he hath, and buyeth that field. 

45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like 
unto a merchant man, seeking goodly 
pearls: 

46 Who, when he had found one pearl of 
great price, went and sold all that he 
had, and bought it. 

~Matthew 13:44-46 

 

Salvation in Christ is priceless; it is to 
be treasured above everything else.   
 
Giving up a gift with eternal returns for 
something that only last, at best, 
around a century long, is pure 
madness.  Even our puny minds that 
cannot fathom infinity may be able to 
realise, even if vaguely, the 

significance of this comparison.   
 
In light of what Jesus has told us 
about the significance of our salvation, 
He is telling us that to deny Him when 
the threat to life is immense and 
“unbearable” is utter foolishness.   
 
Is it not worse, in a sense, when we 
too easily give in to our lusts and fears 
in the course of our daily lives, when 
facing pressures from loved ones, 
friends, colleagues, bosses, etc.?  
 
Should we cheapen what our LORD 
has done for us? 
 

18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were 
not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold, from your 
vain conversation received by 
tradition from your fathers; 

19 But with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot: 

20 Who verily was foreordained before 
the foundation of the world, but was 
manifest in these last times for you, 

21 Who by him do believe in God, that 
raised him up from the dead, and 
gave him glory; that your faith and 
hope might be in God. 

~1 Peter 1:18:-21 
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Talk is easy…  
Can any of us be sure we would not 
crumble when a test of faith face us?   
 
Peter was adamant just a while before 
Jesus’ betrayal that he would stand by 
the Lord all the way, follow Him 
wherever He may go.  However, we 
know what happened, don’t we?   
 
Peter denied the Lord even three 
times at the mere questioning of a 
servant girl on the night Jesus was 
taken in by the High Priest’s men.  
 

66 And as Peter was beneath in the 
palace, there cometh one of the 
maids of the high priest: 

67 And when she saw Peter warming 
himself, she looked upon him, and 
said, And thou also wast with Jesus 
of Nazareth. 

68 But he denied, saying, I know not, 
neither understand I what thou 
sayest. And he went out into the 
porch; and the cock crew. 

69 And a maid saw him again, and 
began to say to them that stood by, 
This is one of them. 

70 And he denied it again. And a little 
after, they that stood by said again 
to Peter, Surely thou art one of them: 
for thou art a Galilaean, and thy 
speech agreeth thereto. 

71 But he began to curse and to 
swear, saying, I know not this man 
of whom ye speak. 

72 And the second time the cock crew. 
And Peter called to mind the word 
that Jesus said unto him, Before the 
cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me 
thrice. And when he thought thereon, 
he wept. 

~Mark 14:66-72 

 
 

… Which is Why We Need 

God’s Enabling All the Way 
 
By our own strength, we can do 
nothing. Cowardice takes over.  We 
may play dumb in the hope of being let 
off.  We resort to anger and cursing to 
push away threats. It is a pathetic 
state of being.  
 
However, God being ever merciful, 
kept extending His grace to Peter.  
Even for such a fearful denier of Christ, 
he was restored, re-commissioned by 
Christ, and empowered by God’s Holy 
Spirit from within. Turned around, 
Peter became a new creation.  
 
Once, Peter had brash fervour.  Zeal 
in his flesh only resulted in a severed 
ear of the enemy.  This brutish zeal 
came not by God’s commission.  
 
We also know that before this attack 
on the soldier, Peter had failed to 
abide by Christ’s pleading to keep the 
night in watchful prayer.   
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With the Lord’s gracious restoration, 
Peter preached boldly (Acts 2:14 – 
Acts 3). The strength to stand for 
Christ even unto the cross later at the 
hands of the crazy cruel Nero, was not 
of Peter’s own determination.  
 
Unrestrained passionate preaching of 

God’s truth in the sincerity and 
urgency of godly love, even when 
knowing that it is likely to provoke men 
to react adversely, can only be fuelled 
by God’s Spirit and purpose.  
 
To stare back at the dire prospects of 
cruel physical harm to come with 
fearless acceptance and surrender to 
God must be by God’s grace: the Holy 
Spirit dwelling hot within. 
 
Therefore, do not presume we would 
be able to endure threats and trials 
unflinchingly on our own.   
 
Plead for God’s unrestrained love, 
strength and comfort to do His will.  
Our Lord Jesus did so to take on the 
bitter cup.  He is the greater, not us. 
Should we do any less than our 
Master? 

 

   

The Protestant Reformers of the 

16th and 17th century likewise were  

subjected to immense pressures in 
standing for the Truth of God.  Many 
suffered fatal ends.  
 
Was it a sudden surge of supernatural 
strength that came upon the 
Reformers to face their inquisitors 
and/or executioners? Perhaps. 
Perhaps by God’s mercy and grace, 
He did fortify them like that. Nothing is 
impossible with God.   
 
However, the great men of faith had 
surely not lived lax lives prior the day 
they faced inquisitions and death.  
 
As we are flesh, we need daily 
subjection of our weaknesses under 
the Lordship of our Christ. 
 
The muscles of our faith must be 
exercised. Gradually and consistently, 
grow strong and ready for any race or 
battle of faith, as Paul put it. 
Sanctification of our lives in Christ is a 
needful process to grow into giants of 
faith.  
 
Being accustomed to the straight and 
narrow way in our daily lives, we 
strengthen our spiritual stamina to 
push through more arduous paths.  If it 
should come to it that we must walk 
the tight planks of death, it may not 
therefore be such a big leap.   
 
  



Hence, we 

 Daily fortify our hearts and 
minds with His Word – 
the sword and shield of 
faith. Precept upon 
precept, we build our faith in 
Christ.  Like the putting on of a 
knight’s armour, or even modern 
warfare gears, we need to layer up 
before war so that we are ever 
battle-ready.  

   

 Daily commune with our 
Heavenly Father, counting our 

blessings, giving sincere thanks, 
humbly submitting our petitions 
and supplications to Him. 

 

 Daily deny self and die unto 
Christ, whether in small or great 
tests.  Watch and pray. This was 
what our Lord did and urged 
his disciples to do on the night 
He was betrayed.   

 

 Daily walk in complete 
reliance in our Christ, 
moment by moment, attesting 
to His lordship over us all the 
way.     

 

 Be our brothers’ 
keeper and faint not.  

Encourage and affirm 
one another to do well 
in Christ.  Keep the 
unity, working as one 
body in Christ.  Meekly 
lift up and walk 
alongside the younger 
and weaker brethren. 
Esteem our elders as 
unto Christ (Galatians 6; 

1 Timothy 5:17) .   

 
 
 
 

  



The battle of faith in Christ is not a 
battle of flesh. It is a spiritual battle 
that first begins even within ourselves: 
 

10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might. 

11 Put on the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be able to stand against 
the wiles of the devil. 

12 For we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of 
the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places. 

13 Wherefore take unto you the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be able 
to withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand. 

14 Stand therefore, having your loins 
girt about with truth, and having on 
the breastplate of righteousness; 

15 And your feet shod with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace; 

16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, 
wherewith ye shall be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked. 

17 And take the helmet of salvation, 
and the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God: 

18 Praying always with all prayer and 
supplication in the Spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all 
perseverance and supplication for 
all saints; 

~ Ephesians 6:10-18 

 

May our LORD help us grow in our 
love and confidence in Him. Let us 
abandon ourselves to His care. Be 
bold to keep still with troubles behind 
us and God before us, and wait His 
will to be done. Regardless the answer 

– yes, no, or wait – our Father’s Will 

will always be unto good for each of us 
who love Him (Romans 8:28).   
 
 

Love Our Neighbours  

Pray For Our Enemies  

Forgive Those Who Trespass 

Against Us 

Vengeance Belongs to the 

LORD 
 
It is not our Father’s will that we keep 
bitterness against those who are 
unkind and persecute us. 

   
27 But I say unto you which hear, Love 

your enemies, do good to them 
which hate you, 

28 Bless them that curse you, and pray 
for them which despitefully use you. 

29 And unto him that smiteth thee on 
the one cheek offer also the other; 
and him that taketh away thy cloke 
forbid not to take thy coat also. 

30 Give to every man that asketh of 
thee; and of him that taketh away 
thy goods ask them not again. 

31 And as ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye also to them likewise. 

32 For if ye love them which love you, 
what thank have ye? for sinners 
also love those that love them. 
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33 And if ye do good to them which do 
good to you, what thank have ye? 
for sinners also do even the same. 

34 And if ye lend to them of whom ye 
hope to receive, what thank have ye? 
for sinners also lend to sinners, to 
receive as much again. 

35 But love ye your enemies, and do 
good, and lend, hoping for nothing 
again; and your reward shall be 
great, and ye shall be the children of 
the Highest: for he is kind unto the 
unthankful and to the evil. 

36 Be ye therefore merciful, as your 
Father also is merciful. 

37 Judge not, and ye shall not be 
judged: condemn not, and ye shall 
not be condemned: forgive, and ye 
shall be forgiven: 

38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; 
good measure, pressed down, and 
shaken together, and running over, 
shall men give into your bosom. For 
with the same measure that ye mete 
withal it shall be measured to you 
again. 

~Luke 6:27-38 

 
Again, through Peter, the LORD 
remind the same in the context of the 
fiery trials to come.  He gives us 
advice on how we are to uphold 
ourselves in keeping a faithful 
testimony of our Christ Jesus in 
various kinds of relationship.   
 
Chew on the following words of God.  
May the Holy Spirit minister to your 
heart as you meditate on His 

exhortations here: 
 

11 Dearly beloved, I 

 as strangers and beseech you

pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, 
which war against the soul; 

12 Having your conversation honest 
among the Gentiles: that, whereas 
they speak against you as evildoers, 
they may by your good works, which 
they shall behold, glorify God in the 
day of visitation. 

13 Submit yourselves to every ordinance 
of man for the Lord's sake: whether it 
be to the king, as supreme; 

14 Or unto governors, as unto them that 
are sent by him for the punishment of 
evildoers, and for the praise of them 
that do well. 

15 For so is the will of God, that with well 
doing ye may put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish men: 

16 As free, and not using your liberty for a 
cloke of maliciousness, but as the 
servants of God. 

17 Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. 
Fear God. Honour the king. 

18 Servants, be subject to your masters 
with all fear; not only to the good and 
gentle, but also to the froward. 

19 For this is thankworthy, if a man for 
conscience toward God endure grief, 
suffering wrongfully. 

20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be 
buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it 
patiently? but if, when ye do well, and 
suffer for it, ye take it patiently, 
this is acceptable with God. 

21 For even hereunto were ye called: 
because Christ also suffered for us, 
leaving us an example, that ye should 
follow his steps: 

22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found 
in his mouth: 

23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not 
again; when he suffered, he 
threatened not; but 
committed himself to him that judgeth 
righteously: 
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24 Who his own self bare our sins in his 
own body on the tree, that we, being 
dead to sins, should live unto 
righteousness: by whose stripes ye 
were healed. 

25 For ye were as sheep going astray; but 
are now returned unto the Shepherd 
and Bishop of your souls. 

~1 Peter 2:11-25 

8 Finally, , be ye all of one mind

having compassion one of 
another, love as 

brethren, be pitiful, be courteous: 

9 Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for 
railing: but contrariwise blessing; 
knowing that ye are thereunto called, 
that ye should inherit a blessing. 

10 For he that will love life, and see good 
days, let him refrain his tongue from 
evil, and his lips that they speak no 
guile: 

11 Let him eschew evil, and do good; let 
him seek peace, and ensue it. 

12 For the eyes of the Lord are over the 
righteous, and his ears are open unto 
their prayers: but the face of the 
Lord is against them that do evil. 

13 And who is he that will harm you, if ye 
be followers of that which is good? 

14 But and if ye suffer for righteousness' 
sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid 
of their terror, neither be troubled; 

15 But sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts: and be ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh you a 
reason of the hope that is in you with 
meekness and fear: 

16 Having a good conscience; that, 
whereas they speak evil of you, as of 
evildoers, they may be ashamed that 
falsely accuse your good conversation 
in Christ. 

17 For it is better, if the will of God be so, 
that ye suffer for well doing, than for 
evil doing. 

~1 Peter 3:9-17 

 
12 Beloved, think it not 

strange concerning the fiery 

trial which is to try you, as 

though some strange thing happened 

unto you: 

13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are 
partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, 
when his glory shall be revealed, ye 
may be glad also with exceeding joy. 

14 If ye be reproached for the name of 
Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of 
glory and of God resteth upon you: on 
their part he is evil spoken of, but on 
your part he is glorified. 

15 But let none of you suffer as a 
murderer, or as a thief, or as an 
evildoer, or as a busybody in other 
men's matters. 

16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let 
him not be ashamed; but let him glorify 
God on this behalf. 

17 For the time is come that judgment 
must begin at the house of God: and 
if it first begin at us, what shall the 
end be of them that obey not the 
gospel of God? 

18 And if the righteous scarcely be saved, 
where shall the ungodly and the sinner 
appear? 

19 Wherefore let them that suffer 
according to the will of God commit the 
keeping of their souls to him in well 
doing, as unto a faithful Creator. 

~1 Peter 4:12-19 
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Well Done, Good and Faithful 

Servant 

 

The last beatitude in our Lord Jesus’ 
sermon on the mount sums up our 
God’s faithful promise to us who will 
keep our faith in Him even in the face 
of persecution: 

 
10 Blessed are they which are 

persecuted for righteousness' sake: 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11 Blessed are ye, when men shall 
revile you, and persecute you, and 

shall say all manner of evil against 
you falsely, for my sake. 

12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for 
great is your reward in heaven: for 
so persecuted they the prophets 
which were before you. 

~ Matthew 5:10-12 
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 Psalm 27
 
1 (A Psalm of David.) The LORD is my light and 

my salvation; whom shall I fear? the 
LORD is the strength of my life; of whom 
shall I be afraid? 

2 When the wicked, even mine enemies and 
my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, 
they stumbled and fell. 

3 Though an host should encamp against me, 
my heart shall not fear: though war should 
rise against me, in this will I be confident. 

4 One thing have I desired of the LORD, that 
will I seek after; that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to 
behold the beauty of the LORD, and to 
enquire in his temple. 

5 For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in 
his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle 
shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a 
rock. 

6 And now shall mine head be lifted up above 
mine enemies round about me: therefore 
will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; 
I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the 
LORD. 

7 Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice: 
have mercy also upon me, and answer me. 

8 When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my 
heart said unto thee, Thy face, LORD, will I 
seek. 

9 Hide not thy face far from me; put not thy 
servant away in anger: thou hast been my 
help; leave me not, neither forsake me, O 
God of my salvation. 

10 When my father and my mother forsake me, 
then the LORD will take me up. 

11 Teach me thy way, O LORD, and lead me in 
a plain path, because of mine enemies. 

12 Deliver me not over unto the will of mine 
enemies: for false witnesses are risen up 
against me, and such as breathe out 
cruelty. 

13 I had fainted, unless I had believed to see 
the goodness of the LORD in the land of 
the living. 

14 Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and 
he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, 
on the LORD. 
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